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SITUATION INFORMATION REPO:RT 

The militant Cleaver faction of the Black Panther Party as:;pears 
to be decaying whUe the non-militant Newton-Seale faction underqoes a 
rebirth~ · · 

The Cleaver faction or International Section of the BPP was 
established in Algeria in September 1969, under the leadership of 
Eldridge Cleaver. Cleaver has been living in self-imposed exile to 
avoid imprisonment. in the United States for a parole violation blfraction. 

. . fi1t "IN (/!Tl'f ~ ~.f.f J '.t'"t 
In 1960, Cleaver had been welcomed .in Algeria as a revolutiona.ry 

hero after jumping ball and evading arrest in the U.S. on cha.rges arising 
from a 1968 Pa~ther shootout in Oakland, California. The government 
.of P1·esident Houari Boumedienne set him up in a white stucco villlil in 
the diplomatic suburb of El Bia.r and grant.ed him .an allowance of $500 
a month. . J; t~~ r"~-~-- t./w1:t- · 

The governntent of Algeria has put up with its- somewhat difficult 
guest until shortly after the 31 .July hijacking of a Delle'\ Airlines jet by 
three men and two women connected with Cleaver's Afro-American 
Liberation Army. the international arm of the Black Panther Party. 
Fliqht 841 \vas skyjacked to Algeria for $1, 000, 000 which has since been 
returned to the U.S. airline by the Boumedienne regime. The Algerian 
government showed no intention of letting the Panthers get their h:mds 
on the Delta ransom~ In fact, after an open letter to Boumedienne writ
ten by Cleaver on 2 Auqust, the government of Algeria placed restric
tions on the movements of the Blaclt P~.nther exile colony, ;tS well a.s 
placing under house nrrest, all radieals who have h'i.j:l.cked airll ncrs 
to Algeria. in recent months. . 1. ~..,·('··'~ (.· .. ,.,i•.~ .. ~ .. _.,,._/·:'' 

,. ·A.·(i 1•. 

.. Clea~·er w~s repoiteC1ly called in !or a scoldincJ by a ranking 
.rpember o! the govern~ent party· of Algeria, the National Liberation . 
Front. Two weeks ago, when the Panther.s invited political exiles, 

. ·r .w:~_,;-~J·· .t-,~;1---·.. . 

"~ ... .. ... 

~·· ,.,.,. 
-

~
~-'-· .. 

.
'· 



..JJJ _ _ -· •-~ • ...,,:..,_j! _.:___._; .•• • llll,LlLUJLWUULJJIIIII II ~ II i . . 

lcooo.1s2~1 

. ' .. • 

• 

-
! 

• 
Communist diplomatS and journalists to _an ''international day of soli-
darity" at their villa, Algerli'tn police showed up instead. They con
fiscated the photographer's fl~m and chased the would-be guests avray. 
Las~ ~eek the villa was empty and Cleaver was gone. In New York 
City,_ . Bernice Jones, communications secretary for the faction's New 

· York o_ffice·, charqedthat Algeria has been making "reactionary moves" 
and hinted that Cleaver and .his sroups would move to one of the more 
·revolutio_n-minded African slates, . such as Guinea or Libya, which ~e 
Algeria, have no·extradition treat~ with the u.s . . _·1, "'~.' , •• ?/ · 4 ·:~~r,· · 

KaUlleen Cleaver, wife of fugitive Eldridge Cleaver, announced 
in a news conference in Compton, California on 19 Auqust '72 that her 
husband was a ''political prison~r'' in Algeria. Mrs. Cleaver stated 
that her husband is no longer safe in Alcjeria since his· life has been 
threa:tened by people "representing interests marshal~ed by the Central 
Intelligence Agency. '' Later in the day during a radio interview in San . 
Francisco, she announced that her purpose in the Unlted Slates is to 
organize a legal-polltical-reUgious-fina.ncial campaign to aid the return 
of her husband to this country without his being immediately subjected 
to incarceration as~ parole violatot-:· She stated that Eldridge Cleaver 
.is willing to face charges stemming from a 1968 shootout with the Oakland 
Police ·Department; tl~.J.. Pl fri ~ 1 ¥~~ <~i.IJ ~=-: ~·i · ' 7 )_· · 

· •~.t·v.t,, ,_,.,;z._.;!)c-\1· : . ::-. '-'''' ·~- ~ l . _· 

In order to .facilitate his return to the U.S. , the Cleaver faction 
ha.s even gone lo the e:'(tent of applying for admission of a new nation, 
"Nigretia, " to the United Nations. If successful", the faction hopes 
eventually to establish Nigretian consulates throughout the United Slates 
and issue Cleaver diplomatic credentials to ent.er the country under 
diplomatic immunity. ,-(I rNC. ~ 7 ·~J.~ t'i~'i,7i_(Pr/~ · c:·rrfr i!. . . i:~L't ·. 

In direct con~ra.St, the non-militant Newton-Seale faction of the 
BPP appears to be enjoying renewed popularity with the black community. 

... . .. 

Sbcteen months ago, two Black Panthers, Erika Huggins and 
Bobby Seale, were on trial for their lives in a Connecticut courUlouse. 
Today, Mrs. Huggins is an elected member of the Berkeley Commwtity 
Development Council as well as the Callforrti,'l. city'3.Mti-poverty agency. 
Mr. seale is a candidate' for ' mayor o!Oakland, California. /~: '( T- >..(I'"' · .. ' • f , ) 

Their [X)litic:ll ~.ctivity is indicative of ~). major dt::UVJC in the 
policy and direct1on of the"flational Black Pant.h~r P:l.rty . . BPP reports 
from two dozen cities ~how that the Newton-Seale faction,· the ·dominant 
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faction in ~1e BPP, has put down· the gun and picked up the ballot as its 
new Weapon. J I ·. .. I• ··~ , . • r•, t ·t · ..... , : ,·:r ... ..._ 

• 
With political activity in lhe San Francisco Bay area serving as 

a model for other chapters, the PanUters are not only conducting voter 
education and registration drives but are· also forming political coalitions 
with other organiz..1.tions,. such J\S civil rights and community groups, 
taking their image change before establishment -organizations, such as 
the Jaycees, and··making political endorsements of C.andidates they can 

·. suppor_t. As an example, Ute BPP endorsed Rep. Shirley Chisholm, · 

~- .•.: .. ........ 

Democrat of ~rooklyn, for President and contribUted $1,, ~ to ~er _
7 campai!fl. · · . /-' . 'f r - )..:.t '"'VJl t 

While violent confrontation be1tween Panthers and U1e police has 
declined appreciably, the organizat.ion's repuV\tion as. a group fully 
capable of extreme violence persists . This steroty~d reputation and 
the hidden fear and power it repres~nts lends itseU well to the party's 
entry into the legitim~te image structure field of politics and persua.sion. 
The image of respectability,. the undertone of fear and violence, and 
the public programs to "take care o'f'their people'' all faintly resemble 
U1e early days of the so-called American Malia. We could w~ry well be 
witnessing the birth of Malia-type activities designed to gain control of 
tile black ghetto communities where s.anctuaries for long-range . r~volu
tkmary activities would be assured. ·~::... ~ ·· ~ ! .~ . ... ;:,.·: : , : ·· . ·:: /• ,.,.·. :; , . ··• !... . . .. -: ,, ,. r . , 

CALENDAR OF TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED ACTIVITIES 
I 

5, 6·September, Seaside - Fort Ord, California 
The VVA W will hold a Winter Soldier-style t.ribunal called "The 

Army on Trial" to begin 5 September. Testimony on racism in ti1e 
military· will be given and read by. veterans and ~.ctive-duly Gis. This 
latest tribunal will open a day before the Pvt. Billy Dean Smith court
martial beginning. 6 September at Fort Ord. 

The VVA W has· i.n the past held simllinr inve~tigative hearings 
concerning wa r crimes in Viet.nam n.nd drug addiction .. Reportedly, a. 
march will be condui:t.cd from Seaside to Fort Ord to pr,te~t U1c t.rf:al 
of Pvt. :Jmilh who is dt:Jrged witil th~ murder of two army ofCicer !3. 
~pon~or~ cf the m:1.rch are the.VV/\W, Communi~!. T':l.rly T.J[l/\, P.l::t.ck 
.Pn.nthers :.:md the·vencerer~s Or<J:).nizallon. In IJu~ pa~l few month~ 
preliminary hearings have produced only small-sc:lle/ demonstrations; 
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however, this coordiklted effort and t.he personal participation by . 
Anqela Davis may produce a large-scale demonstratiOJil . .. ,1 ~, :_, ~'2.. 

. . . .. I . u tJifY ...,.._, I"• ,f ,~ ,~. ·~ ,.,.,~. I . • . . v.t .. · " • .a.n .. • • ··• I 
· 6 September, New York · . · 

· The trial is scheduled to begin on the above date for H. Rap 
Brown who ~s charged with armed robbery ~~ attem t,ted murde~ )'f(sul t-
inq from a~ holdup 1n October 1971~ . .}ol'•.'·'t" 1. t,~~wN7L w/._JJ.,{1 i:.' lr.tr..,_ 7 a.. ~ 

. . 
7 September, Long Island, New York 

The Red Balloon Collective (an offshoot of SDS which takes its 
name from the radical color and .the concept of "high" on drugs as · 
represellted by the balloon) is sponsoring a demonstration at the Stony 
Brook College on the above date. The demonstration ·will be held to 
protest Defense Department policy. ~-·ff:r IN(:(/ i'lt rt,: .. f1 L · 

12 September, San Francisco, California. 
The Peoples Blockade and tlle American Friends Service Commit

tee have announced plans to jointly sponsor a demonstration to protest 
the anticipated departure of the USS Enterprise from Alameda Naval 
Air Station on 12 September. .• •·· · 

Their plans include picketing of the ~rcraft carrier by boats as 
it .proceeds across the hay and to·form a blockade if enough protest 
beats are a.vail::tble. These types of activities in, the past have always 

· been very small and very ineffective but gain disproportionate __ press 
. I • ,, I .,., ''t//. ·•I_ coverage. . . · ~~.;:ou;t'.'f "}_ 1u it ' ..... ~ '!-' · .,},-~1' 

· 4 - 7 October, Palo Alto, California . 
The VVAW has announced plans to hold a national conventi-on. on 

the -abov.e dates at the Davis Harris Ranch. Reportedly, members of the 
Venceremos Organization (a militant Marxist-Leninist-Maoist group) 
will not be admitted to the convention. ]rli_..li' .. I.J ·~; :·t~u] tf ·1.3 .~ !-~· /c.··t11i t•J 7-t.. 

28 October, Nationwide . 
The National Peace Action Coalition (Trotskyite group) spons_ored 

. an a.ntiwar conference in ~uly with the main objective of trying to unite . . 
the antiwar organlz.:1.tions. At this time, delegates· decided not to endorse 
a presidential candidate nor support the antiwnr protest demonstration 
at the Republican and .Democratic Conventions. Thn major issue dis
cussed at the conference wa.s the t.ype of activit.les that lhe anliwa.r . 
mQvement·wotild six>nsor 1rl.coming months. ._. ,.J/, •. ~ .. r ~ ·,f. ')7.!..·.-'r' 
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NPAC officWs h~ve <innounc~d plans to sponsor a demonstration 

on October·28. The prime targets will be the Internal Revenue ~rvice 
for its role in collecting war taxes, and the FBI for its efforts in keep
ing tabs on radical.leftist-winqers. · Additional demonstrations are 
being plann.ed for 18 November to show the Pres ident that the American 
people want the war to end now. 1, .; 

W ormation will be repcfrted as it becomes available . 
., . 'I •• .• f ' ' ]_, .:,: .. " .. .].L 
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SOURCi: Governmen~ and News Media · • ··· r-.:~--

RELIABIT..ITY: Probably True ... ·.:· 
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